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• Check-in. Please snap a photo and check in on Facebook, Instagram, or any other social 

media and silence your phones for the remainder of the service.  
• New Visitors. After worship, please sign our guest book in the lobby and join us for 

refreshments in the Parlor. We are glad you are here and want to send you some 
information next week. 

• Kid’s Spot! Children are welcome to join in worship. If they would like, children may 
congregate on the pillows at the rear of the Sanctuary with parental supervision. There 
are books and coloring pages there for them to use. You may hear the service through 
the nursery or parlor speakers if you need to step out with your child during worship. 

• Posture. An asterisk (*) invites us to STAND together. However, if you choose not to 
stand for a particular reason, that’s OK too. 

• Hearing Assistance. We are “Hearing Loop” enabled, and if you have a T-coil 
hearing device, you can pick up the signal directly from the microphones. 
Hearing assistance devices are also available in the rear of the Sanctuary. 

 
All Members, Ministers 

 
Rev. Dr. Mark J. Suriano, Pastor and Teacher 

mark@firstuccparkridge.org 
 

Jeffery McIntyre, Music Director 
jeff@firstuccparkridge.org 

 
Julie Luce, Bell Choir Director 

julie@firstuccparkridge.org 
 

Carrie Lawler, Administrative Assistant  
office@firstuccparkridge.org 

 
201-391-5800 

www.congregationalchurch.net 
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Prelude      
 
Welcome 
 
Choir Introit 
 
*Call to Worship Ann Angarola 

One: To see the life that teems around us, 
All: To give thanks for the gift we have received; 
One: To notice the beauty and promise of spring, 
All: To breathe deeply of the season; 
One: To accept the gift of love, and to love in return: 
All: This is to worship God. Amen! 

 
*Hymn (#563) We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky 
 
Invitation to Confession 
 
*Prayer of Confession 

O God, we hear your voice, and we see the way of Jesus set before us. 
But it is hard to try again and again to live our baptismal vows and keep our resolve to 
be your people in the world. In repentance, we ask you to forgive us. 
Set us once again on a holy path that leads to you.  Amen. 
One: Lord have mercy. All: Lord, have mercy 
One: Christ have mercy. All: Christ have mercy. 
One: Lord have mercy. All: Lord, have mercy. 
 

*Assurance of Grace 
 
*Acclamation  
 Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit, three in one. 
 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. 
 World without end, Amen, Amen. 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Reading Ephesians 1:15-23 Ann Angarola 

Sermon  

Bell Anthem Let There Be Peace on Earth  
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Rite of Baptism 
One:  Friends, we gather now to celebrate the baptism of Shea Ryan into the faith and 

family of Jesus Christ.  
All:  There is one body and one Spirit. There is one hope in God’s call to us. There is 

one God, one faith, one baptism, one God and Creator of us all. 
One:  This child is already one with the blessing of the new creation in which God is at 

work. We welcome her today into the church as a sign and foretaste of God's 
blessings for all things. 

 
Blessing of the Water 

One: God be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Let us pray. 

We thank you, God, for the gift of creation called forth from the waters of 
chaos by your brooding Wisdom. Before the world had shape and form, she 
hovered over the waters and brought forth from them all that is. 

When hostility and war ravaged the earth, you washed it with the waters of 
a flood creating a new beginning through the Ark of Life. 

When the people were enslaved and cried out to the God of Justice, you led 
them from slavery in Egypt through the waters of the Red Sea and across the 
flowing Jordan into the land of promise. 

In time, when the people were longing for a savior, you sent Jesus into the 
waters of Mary's womb and later confirmed him in the Jordan River through the 
baptism of John.  

Through him, the Samaritan woman-at-the-well found freedom, the man at 
the Pool of Bethsaida found healing, and by washing their feet, the disciples found 
purpose.  

We now come to these waters expecting your presence, anticipating your 
strength, and hearing your call. Through these waters, let us recall the sacredness 
of all the waters of this earth as they bring life to the land which you have made.  

(Water is poured) 
One: Baptism is an outward sign of the grace of God already at work in this child. The 

promise of the Good News is not only to us but also to our children, and through 
this sacrament, we mark their welcome into the care of Christ’s church. Baptism is 
also a sign of Shea’s participation in the healing and reconciling work of God in 
the world and the beginning of her growth in the Christian faith.  

All:   Out of this water, we all rise to life through Christ, who has brought God’s realm 
near to us and to the whole world. Out of this water, we become one with each 
other as members of the one Body of Christ. 
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Questions 
One: Is it your wish to have Shea baptized into the faith and family of Jesus Christ? If 

so, say, “It is.” 
Parents: It is. 
One: Will you encourage Dimitri to renounce all that divides us and to seek the 

freedom for all things that comes through Christ? If so, say, “We will, with the 
help of God.” 

Parents: We will, with the help of God. 
One: Do you promise to follow the way of Jesus by resisting oppression and evil, 

showing love and justice, and witnessing to the word and work of Jesus as best as 
you can? If so, say, “We do, with the help of God.” 

Parents: We do, with the help of God. 
One:  Do you promise, according to the grace given to you, to grow with Shea in 

following the way of Jesus and to help her be an active member of the church, 
celebrating God’s presence and furthering God’s mission of reconciliation and 
healing in all the world? If so, say, “We do, with the help of God.”  

Parents: We do, with the help of God. 
 
Congregational Assent 

One: Jesus calls us into discipleship through baptism. Do you who witness and 
celebrate this sacrament promise your love, support, and care for the one about 
to be baptized? 

All: We promise our love, support, and care. 
 
Affirmation of Faith  

We believe and trust in God 
who has created and is creating, 
who has come in Jesus – 
the Word made flesh – 
to reconcile and make new, 
and who works in us and others 
by the power of the Spirit. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We are called to be the church: 
to celebrate God’s presence, 
to live with respect for creation, 
to love and serve others, 
to seek justice and resist evil, 
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
our judge and hope. 
 

In life and death, 
in life beyond death, 
God is with us. 
We are not alone. 
Thanks be to God. Amen.
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Naming and Baptism 
One: What name do you give your child? 
Parents: Shea Ryan Madigan 

 
Baptism 

One: The Holy Spirit be upon you, child of God and member of the church. 
 

Affirmation by Applause 
  
Song of Blessing (#325) Child of Blessing, Child of Promise 
 (V.1-3)   
Invitation to the Offering 
 
* Response (Sung)          

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God all creatures here below, 

Praise God, above you heavenly hosts, 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Ann Angarola 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Invitation to Prayer  

One: God be with you. 
All: And also with you 
One: Let us pray… 

Pastoral Prayer 
 
Prayer of the Savior (debts/debtors) 
 
Announcements  
 
*Hymn (#451) Be Now My Vision  
  
*Benediction 
 
Postlude You Raise Me Up ROLF LOVLAND AND BRENDAN GRAHAM 

Jeff McIntyre, soloist 
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In Our Worship Today 
The Ushers for today are Lauren and John Banks 

 
Flowers are given by Mark Suriano in thanksgiving for graduating with his D.Min. 

yesterday. 
 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason, I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 
believe, according to the working of his great power. 
 
God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, 
and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he 
has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
Calendar for the Week 
Monday, May 22 
6:30 p.m. FIT4BABY, Fellowship Hall 
 
Wednesday, May 24 
1:00 p.m. Bible Study, Parlor 
7:00 p.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
 
Sunday, May 28 Pentecost Sunday 
10:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
11:00 a.m. Fellowship Parlor 
11:15 a.m. Saving Us Book Discussion (Ch. 14-22), Waiting Room 
 
 
 

The Strengthen the Church Special Mission Offering 
will be received next Sunday! Please return your gift in the envelope mailed to you, or make 

sure you put “STC” in the memo line of your check. 
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Announcements 
Visit to the Threefold Community Farm 
June 3 
10-11:30 a.m. 
A fun and interesting tour of the Threefold Community Farm in Chestnut Ridge, NY. Threefold 
Community Farm is a collaborative initiative between the Fellowship Community (an 
intentional and intergenerational community) and the Threefold Educational Foundation. Our 
mission is to care for the living being of our land, using biodynamics to grow food with living 
forces that nourish the whole human being, to foster a learning community where people can 
develop a loving relationship with the land, and to build a rich inclusive social life serving our 
home and surrounding communities. 
 
Sign up to join the tour by scanning this code:  
 
 
 
Livestream Shepherds Needed 
There are still plenty of Sunday mornings where we can use someone to manage the live 
stream during worship. You can do a lot of good by signing up to help for one Sunday between 
now and June 18! 
 
Scan this code to sign up to help:  
 
 
 
Rummage Sale News 
We will set up the Fellowship Hall for the Rummage Sale on Monday, June 19, at 7:00 p.m. 
After the 19th, you can bring your donations and self-sort them on to the tables. No clothing or 
linens, please, until September when the humidity begins to drop. 
 
The Rummage Sale is scheduled for Friday, October 27, from 5-8 p.m. and Saturday, October 
28, from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. You will be able to sign up to help beginning in June! 
 
 
 
 
 
 


