Order of Worship
September 27, 2020
First Congregational United Church of Christ, Park Ridge NJ
Preludes
Welcome
Gathering Music

Lord of the Dance
All music is printed in the back of this bulletin.

Prayer (With one voice)
We gather today as the church, O God,
Bound together by the tender threads of Spirit,
Made and remade into your Body
For the sake of the world.
Arise among us this morning,
In our hearts,
In the spaces between us,
And in the world in which we live.
May we meet you today,
And in that meeting let us be
Renewed, made wise, and strengthened for love.
Amen.
Scripture

Philippians 2:1-13 and Matthew 21:23-32

Sermon
Song
Prayers and Joys of the People
Pastoral Prayer
The Prayer of Jesus (Debts)

Rain Down

Closing Song

In the Bulb There Is a Flower

Benediction
Postludes
Credits for Print and Live Streaming
Lord of the Dance, Tune: Adapt. by Carter; © 1963, Stainer & Bell, Ltd., London, England. (admin. by
Hope Publishing Co.) Text: (c) 1963 Stainer & Bell Ltd. (admin. Hope Publishing Co.) Reprinted with
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-725794. All rights reserved.
Rain Down, text based on Psalm 33 and music Jaime Cortez, © 1991 OCP Publications. Reprinted
with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-725794. All rights reserved.
In the Bulb There Is a Flower, words and music by Natalie Sleeth, © Hope Publishing Co., 1986.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-725794. All rights reserved.

Music

Assembly Edition
RAIN DOWN
Jaime Cortez
Refrain
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2. We who re vere and find hope in our
3. God of cre
a tion, we long for your

1. works are so wor thy of
trust.
2. kind ness and joy of God’s wing.
3. wa ter of
life that we thirst.

God.
God
truth;

All of God’s
live in the
you are the

God’s mer cy falls on the
God will pro tect us from
Grant that your love and your
to Refrain

1. just
and the
2. dark ness and
3. peace touch our

right;
death;
hearts,

full of God’s love is the earth.
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Text: Based on Psalm 33. Text and music © 1991, Jaime Cortez.
Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

Performance Notes
Rain Down was written for the Mass of Confirmation of 1992 at St. Bridget Church, Mesa, Arizona.
Try this song in different ways. Have the assembly sing the Refrain while a cantor sings the Verses. If
done in this way, suggest that the cantor take some liberty with the melody, giving it a more gospel feel.
Or have the assembly sing the entire song using just the original melody. It’s simple, easy, and
works well.
My favorite way is a combination of both. The cantor sings Verse 1; the rest of the assembly joins in on
Verse 2; and the choir adds the “ooh’s and aah’s” on Verse 3.

MEMORIAL

561

In the Bulb There Is a Flower
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Words and Music: Natalie A. Sleeth, 1930–1992
Words and Music © 1986 Hope Publishing Company
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Scripture Readings
Philippians 2:1-13
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one mind.
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than
yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.Let the
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not
regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a
slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and
became obedient to the point of death-- even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God
who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
Matthew 21:23-32
When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he
was teaching, and said, "By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?" Jesus said to them, "I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will
also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was
it of human origin?" And they argued with one another, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say to us,
'Why then did you not believe him?' But if we say, 'Of human origin,' we are afraid of the crowd; for
all regard John as a prophet." So they answered Jesus, "We do not know." And he said to them,
"Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
"What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work in
the vineyard today.' He answered, 'I will not'; but later he changed his mind and went. The father
went to the second and said the same; and he answered, 'I go, sir'; but he did not go.
Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly I tell
you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.
For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors
and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and
believe him.

Announcements
Sunday School
Sunday school for our children will begin on Zoom starting October 4, and we are looking for two
adults to lead sessions in October. If you are willing to take half an hour once a week to teach our
children, please let me know! You are only responsible for four sessions, and I will meet with you to
go over the curriculum and process.
Park Ridge Borough Garage Sale
The Garage Sale is rapidly approaching October 3 and can use your help! We are looking for
volunteers on the day of the sale to help out between 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Contact Carrie if you are
interested in volunteering on October 3.
CROP Walk
You can make a difference! Several members of First are participating in the virtual CROP Walk this
year to raise money to combat hunger. You can sign up to join the “walk” or make a donation by
dropping a check in the mail (with CROP in the subject line), making an online donation through our
giving portal, or by utilizing the CROP website at:
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/parkridgenj/Team/View/135427/Congregational-Cruisers.
Indoor Worship
The Reopening Team met last week (Suzanne Bigos, Julie Bliss, Deborah Collins, Barbara Inglese,
Pastor Mark.) and agreed that we could begin to worship in the Sanctuary beginning October 3. To
prepare for this we will be removing all but 50 chairs from the Sanctuary and arranging them so that
people can comfortable sit six feet apart. The number of participants will be limited to 35, with five
seats reserved for guests who may show up on a given Sunday morning. Masks must be worn in the
building at all times and will be provided if someone should forget.

United Church of Christ Mission Moment
September 27, 2020
God’s Sustaining Presence
Exodus 17:1-7
American Indian Ministry Sunday
United Samoan Ministries Stewardship Sunday
Holy God,
Thank You for Your sustaining presence above, below, before, behind and within us.
Sometimes we cry out in suffering.
We are thirsty, we are grieving, we are lost.
We struggle to find You.
Hear us when we cry, we pray.
Sustain us with like a cool spring of water
appearing unexpectedly in a dry desert.
Other times we are in the flow of things.
We are moving, we are creative, we know right where we are.
We know right where You are too.
See us as we progress, we pray.
Sustain us like a burbling and flowing river
moving with swift clarity on its own beautiful path.
And, then, there are those times when we are stopped in awe.
We are struck by Your power and majesty; we recognize how small we are.
We feel how grand You are.
Touch us with sand and salt, we pray.
Sustain us like a mighty ocean
taking our breath and then giving back, over and over.
Water in the Desert,
Flowing River,
Mighty Ocean,
Three in One,
One in Three,
Sustain us, we pray.
Amen.

